(1) Vineyards in Wachau. Lower Austria is
the country’s largest wine-growing region
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The roots of wine-making in Austria
run deep: records documenting the
country’s first foray into production
date back to 7o0BC. However, it’s only
in the past two decades that Austrian
wine has become genuinely sought-
after, due to a newfound appreciation
of the subtleties of Griiner Veltliner, the
nation’s most plentiful grape, and a
timely preference for the lighter, less
alcoholic wines that the cooler tem-
peratures here yield.

Wine-making here has had its
ups and downs. Following a scandal
in 1985, when some wine-makers
were caught using chemicals found in
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Case studies

Austria’s fresh, lower-alcohol wines are at last winning global
acclaim. We meet five wine-makers across the nation and
offer some suggestions on the best bottles to bring home.
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antifreeze to sweeten their products,
Austria’s vineyards became subject to
regulations that are among the world’s
strictest. This has helped to establish
a reputation for quality and a culture
of using native, often organic varieties.

We meet five distinctive vintners
in the wine regions of Lower Austria,
Styria, Burgenland and Vienna. — (M)

“People in Vienna are
sometimes a little bit rough
on the outside but lovely
inside. I think our wines are
like that” — Futta Ambrositsch

WINES TO TRY:
Straden Sauvignon Blanc, 2018
Ried Silberberg Gelber Muskateller, 2017

Bordering Slovenia, Styria is the most south-
erly of Austria’s wine-making regions and
one of the smallest. A different set of white
grape varieties reign among its wild and hilly
terrain: sauvignon blanc, muscat and char-
donnay (known in Styria as “Morillon™), with
a smattering of red counterparts.

Award-winning wine-maker Christoph
Neumeister has been working among the
vines since he was 10 years old. His grand-
father began farming apples, corn, beans
and horseradish alongside grapes here after
the Second World War and the success of
the Neumeister business is partly due to an
understanding of the need to diversify beyond
wine. The 300-year-old farmhouse was reno-
vated by Neumeister’s parents in the 1980s
and became a restaurant, Saziani Stub’n, in
2000; it is led by acclaimed chef Harald Irka.
They also have a small hotel nearby.

Neumeister makes wine that, in his own
words, attempts to “lift you up and deeply
satisfy you at the same time”. It is often
aromatic and lively in nature but always
quaffable and refreshing.
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